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SUBJECT: FRG PRESIDENT SCHEEL'S VISIT TO FRANCE 

IN RECENT DISCUSSION WITH US, PLAISANT (QUAI DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR FOR CENTRAL EUROPE) REVIEWED CURRENT PLANNING 
FOR FRG PRESIDENT SCHEEL'S VISIT TO PARIS APRIL 21. 

PLAISANT SAID THIS WOULD BE A STRICTLY PROTOCOLARY VISIT, 
AND WAS NOT DESIGNED TO ENGAGE THE GERMANS IN DETAILED 
SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS. ACCORDING TO PLAISANT, A 
GERMAN PRESIDENT HAS NOT VISITED FRANCE FOR THE PAST 14 
YEARS. HF.TNF.M AN HAD PLANNED TO VISIT PARIS SEVERAL 
YEARS AGO, BUT FOR ONE REASON OR ANOTHER HIS TRIP WAS 
POSTPONED, THE LAST POSTPONEMENT BEING CAUSED BY 
POMPIDOU'S DEATH. PLAISANT ADDED THAT CURRENT PLANNING 
FORESEES A ONE HOUR DISCUSSION BETWEEN GISCARD AND 
SCHEEL, WHICH WILL PROBABLY BE EVEN SHORTER IN TERMS OF 
CONTACT SINCE TRANSLATION WILL BE REQUIRED. NOTING 
THAT BOTH PRESIDENTS HAVE HIGHLY DEVELOPED POLITICAL 
SENSES, PLAISANT AGREED THAT IT WOULD BE REASONABLE TO 
EXPECT SOME SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSION BETWEEN THE TWO, 
NOTWITHSTANDING THE GENERALLY NON-SUBSTANTIVE NATURE OF 
THE VISIT. EVEN SO, PLAISANT SAYS THE QUAI IS NOT PRO- 
VIDING GISCARD WITH A SUBSTANTIVELY WEIGHTY BRIEFING 
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